Jan-04-05 ll:34ain Froni-Mossr, Patterson & Sheridan L.L.P. 



+n3 623 4845 



T-932 P. 005/016 F-278 

PATENT 



IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

, . (Currenfly Amended) A system for p«>viding ticket Infonnation to a plurality 
of client computere via a network connecUon. comprising: 

(a) a database containing the ticket Infomiation for at least restrcted tickets 
different from unrestricted tickets, wherein both the restricted tickets and the 
unrestricted tickets provide access to an event and wh^r^ln the resl^ct^d tir^kel.., paoY a 
„.M^inn nn. Imoosr-- •r'-.'^^-O tickets, and wherein the ticket infbmiatBn 
comprises at least availability informatton and mssi pnce infomnation andyherein 

,,.,l.K,l■^, infr r--" ri.ns a number nf the restricted tjokels av^pabie for 

purchase : and 

(b) an event server configured to: 

(i) nrrrT° ^^'^ ^^'^^^ information in the database; 

(ii) dynamically detefmi«e adiust [[a]] the number of the restricted 
tickets te^^ available for purchase in response to purchase orders received 
for both r^^trirfpH tickets ..nrP^ricted tickets Wherein thR number of the 

r.H.^i. .v;.ilable f o^ pnrrhp.«. is adjusted without adjusting a price , of 
ihc. restricted tickets fl uin lliu p lu i J l i ty n f rlin nt fro mpi i t o r ^; and 

(iii) cpnH responses fespen4 to the purohaoc ordorr plurality of client 
..>. p..t.r. for the P ..^^H... orders for the restricted tickets received from the 
plurality of client computers, 

2 (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 . wherein the event server is 
further configured to respond to purchase orders for the unrestricted tickets. 

3 (Original) The system of claim 1 . wherein the event server is configured to 
respond to the purchase others by sending at least part of the ticket infomnation to the 
plurality of client computers. 
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« (Cuo^ntly Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein the event sen^r ,s 
configured to dynan,lcally determine the number of the restricted tickets te-n«te 
available for purchase by. after receiving at least one purchase order, companng an 
estimated number of remaining restricted tickets to a predetemnined range of restncted 
tickets and changing the number of restricted tickets t««8te available for pur^ase ,f 
the estimated number of the remaining restricted tfckets is outside of the predetem„ned 
range. 

5 (Currently Amended). The system of claim 1 . wherein the event server is 
configured to dynamically determine the number of the restricted tickets 
available for purchase by periodically changing the number in response to the number 
of purchase orders received. 

6 (Original) The system of claim 1 . wherein the number of remaining restricted 
tickets is the difference between a remaining portion of an initial number of the restricted 
tickets and an estimated number of the restricted tickets to be sold In a remaining t,me 
period before an event date. 

7. (Original) The system of claim 1. wherein the network connection is the 
Internet. 

8 (Original) The system of claim 1. wherein the plurality of client computers 
comprises a plurality of dedicated stand-alone computers configured specifically for 
ticket purchases. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 1. wherein the restricted tickets are non- 
refundable and the unrestricted tickets are refundable. 

10 (Cun-ently Amended) The system of claim 1. wherein the event server is 
configured to dynamically detemiine the number of the restricted tickets t^-mate 
available for purchase by periodically changing the number in response to the number 
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of purehase orders received and a time period ren^aining before ar, event occurs 
wi^ereln ti,e event is made acceesible to holders of the restricted and unrestricted 



tickets. 



11 (Original) The system of claim 10. wherein the event is made conditionally 
accessible to holders of the restricted tickets and unconditionally to holders of the 
unrestricted tickets. 

1 2 (Currently Amended) A signal bearing medium containing a program which, 
when executed by a processor, performs a method to detemnine availability of a 
restricted class of tickets for , ^^vance purchase to gain access to an event, the 

.loc. ti,.k^ts being different from an_unrestricted cjass^ tickets forjhe 
. y.nt whPmin ho'H^r. of either clas s of tinkets are p ermitted access to the event , the 
method comprising: 

processing advance purchase orders for the restricted dass of tickets received 

from a plurality of client computers; 

assessing, after processing at least one ofjhl purchase orders, whether a 
remaining number of the restricted class of tickets available for purchase meets a 

predetenmined condition; and 

if the predetermined condition is not met changing the remaining number of the 
restricted class of tickets available for advance purchase to an adjusted number without 
changing a prine of the re '^*rif^RH dass of tickets. 

13 (Currently Amended) The signal bearing medium of claim 12. further 
comprising, prior to processing the purchase orders, determining an initial number of the 
restricted dass of tickets to make available for adyanfit purchase. 

14 (Original) The signal bearing medium of dalm 12. wherein the adjusted 
number is greater than the assessed number of the restricted dass of tickets available 
for purchase if the assessed number is less than the threshold value. 
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15, (Original) The signal bearing medium of claim 12. further comprising 
processing purchase orders for unrestricted tickets. 

16 (Currently Amended) The signal bearing medium of claim 12, wherein the 

step of assessing i- """"""i"^ ""^ 

, , , . ,f .,.|-^ ^ ^. ^n i , .d i nstPd on t he b n. |-^ of j^riual ticket sales and 

whP.rftin assessing o omprisesj 

........tinr ^ thP. remain 'n n nnn^hPr on the h^.is of (i) a previons pred.ct.on of a . 

fo, p u.chaoo to th n n djH sted-.mfflbeMB4espo^ nnrl (ii) . n.rrPnt prediction of a total 
„, ....c th. r..tricted n l ^c;s of tickets , the c.rrent prPHirtlon heinq based on a 
thn restri^^H H... of tickets actually sold and a number of the purchase 
orders received and a time period remaining before an the event occursH,.l:»efe«4he 
j, „,. > i. l -iiMi h Ir I II h--^— ri Ttrirtn H nn d .i mui ^Ul ctod c hr r. n f t i cMf^ ; 

and 

Hfttermininc wh^th^r the pred etemiined co ndition Is gatlsfied . 

17. (Original) The signal bearing medium of claim 12. wherein the restricted 
tickets are non-refundable and the unrestricted tickets are refundable. 

1 8 (Original) The signal bearing medium of claim 1 2. wherein the predetemriined 
condition is a threshold value and wherein the adjusted number is less than the 
assessed number of the restricted class of tickets available for purchase if the assessed 
number is less than the threshold value. 

19. (Original) The signal bearing medium of claim 1 8. wherein the predetem^ined 
condition varies with time. 

20, (Currently Amended) The signal bearing medium of claim 4313, wherein 
determining the Initial number comprises: 

estimating a number of purchases of the restricted dass of tickets; 
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determining whether the estimated number of purchases Is less than a threshold; 



and 



if not setting the initial o i 4 in iatc d number o f p ur r I. .r , co oquol to th o number of 
the restricted class of tickets to make available Pri .m! to the astimgted number . 

21 (Currently Amended) The signal bearing medium of claim 20 wherein 
estimating the number of purchases of the restricted class of tickets is done according 
to a formula: 

N = (Total.Tickets) - (PX); where N is the estimated number of purchases of 
..^ ^c^.i.t.H ni..5; of tickets. Total_Tickets is a total number of tickets possible 
according to a capacity of the event. P_C is a number of purchases of the restricted 
ri^ss of tickets expected to made at the time of the event according an estimated total 
number of potential purchasers. 

22 (Currently Amended) A method for operating a server computer connected 
to a plurality of client computers via a network, wherein the server computer .s 
configured to detemiine ^H.^nne purt^hase availability of at least a restricted class of 
tickets for an event accessible to holders of [at least one] either of the restricted class of 
tickets and an unrestricted class of tickets, wherein the restricted class of tickets have at 
least one limitation not associated with the unrestricted class of tickets, the method 
comprising: 

detemiinlng an initial number of the restricted class of tickets to make available 
for advance purxihase prior to the event taking place; 

receiving advance purchase orders for the restricted class of tickets from the 

plurality of client computers; 

assessing, after processing at least one purchase orxJer, whether a number of 
remaining tickets of the restricted class of tickets meets predetemnined conditions; and 

if the predetermined condition is not met. changing the initial number of the 
restricted class of tickets to an adjusted number without chanqinq a price of the 
restricted dass of tickets . 
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23 (Cuo^ntly Amended) The method of claim 22, wherein the number of 
remaining tickets of the restricted class of tickete is estimated according to at least a 
number of tickets sold and a number of tickets expected to be sold in a rema,n,ng fme 
period hMnnft the ever^t. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 22, wherein the predetermined condition 
changes with time. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 22. wherein the restricted dass of tickets are 
non-refundable and the unrestricted class of tickets are refundable. 

26. (Original) The method of daim 22, wherein the at least one limitation is one of 
a limitation on use, transference and refund. 

27 (Original) The method of daim 22. wherein receiving purchase orders from 
the plurality of dient computers comprises receiving requests from a plurality of 
dedicated stand-alone computers configured specifically for ticket purchases. 

28 (Original) The method of daim 22. wherein receiving purchase orders from 
the plurality of client computers comprises receiving requests from a plurality of 
personal computers connected to the server computer by a networi< connection. 

29 (Currently Amended) The method of daim 22. wherein changing the 
number of the remaining tickets to make available comprises decreasing the number of 

pmainina tickets. 

30 (Currently Amended) The method of daim 22. wherein changing the 
number of the remaining tickets to make available comprises one of decreas.ng the 
number r^m.inina tickets and increasing the number of remaining tickets . 
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31 (Currently Amended) The methcxl of claim 30. wherein if chang.ng the 
number of the remaining tickets to make available comprises decreasing the number^ 
,^,,,^rm.m^. tf^^n ^"rther comprising stimulating sales of the restricted class of 
tickets, 

32 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 22. wherein if the number of 
remaining tickets meets the predetemnlned condition, then further comprising leaving 
the number of remaining tickets available unchanged. 

33. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 22. wherein detemnining the 

initial number comprises: 

estimating a number of purchases of the restricted dass of tickets; 

determining whether the estimated number of purchases is less than a threshold: 

and 

If not, setting the iniUal c i^ t imatod numb u i of pur r h n-n r equal to th o number of 
the restricted class of tickets to make available equal to the estimated number . 

34. (Original) The method of claim 33. wherein if the estimated number of 
purchases Is less than the threshold, requesting an increase in a number of Instances of 
the event from an event sponsor. 

35. (Currently Amended) The method of daim 33. wherein estimating the 
number of purchases of the restricted dass of tickets is done according to a formula: 

N = (TotaLTickets) - (P_C); where N is the estimated number of purchases of 
»...^^.H tickets. TotaLTickets is a total number of tickets possible 

according to a capacity of the event, P_C is a number of ticket purchases oMhe 
■ ■„».o.H^oH H... nf tickets expected to made at the time of the event according an 
estimated total number potential purchasers. 
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36 (Original) TTie method of claim 22, wherein the step of assessing comprises 
periodically detennining whether the number of remaining ticl«ts is w,th>n a 

predetermined range. 

37 (Original) The method of claim 22, wherein the step of determining the initial 
number is done only once for the event and the steps of assessing and changing are 
done periodically. 
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